
 

Appalachia Christmas Mission Project 

SHOEBOX INSTRUCTIONS 

 

 Shoe Box Mission Project.  Benefiting Fr. Hoppenjans 

parish and neighboring Kentucky  Catholic Parishes. How 

does the program work? 

1. Use an empty shoebox, sturdy  cardboard, or 

plastic, photo boxes from craft store also work. If you wish 

to cover box wrap top and bottom separately so cover can 

be removed without tearing the paper. 

2. Determine if the box will go to a boy or girl and 

what age would be appropriate for the gift. Ages 1 to 18 

years. Pick up the tag to place on top of the box. 

3. All items in the box must be NEW.  Please no 

religious items, cash or gift cards, guns or violent toys. 

4. Start with a WOW Item. A wow item is one thing that when the person opens the box they look at that item and 

say WOW.  Example: a soccer ball deflated with a pump and needle enclosed, large stuffed animal, lego set, 

action figure, Barbie doll, team sport item( cap, shirt ),bath and body works items for girls, axe items for boys, 

craft item , watch or jewelry etc. 

5. After WOW item is in the box fill in with smaller items if there is room.  Socks (always a great need), fingernail 

polish, small cars, hair items, art items, clothing items, toothbrush and toothpaste, small wrapped candy item, 

school supplies, magic tricks, tiny animals etc. 

6. Fill out tag check for boy or girl and approximate age and attach to top of box and tie box securely or rubber 

band together. When filling  out tag, try to be specific on size of clothing, and complete contents in box 

7. Return to St. Joseph’s by Oct.  25 th. 

8. Do not put money in boxes, if you wish to make a donation make check out to St. Michael Catholic Church, and 

send to  Father Hoppenjans, 720 Washington Ave. Paintsville, Kentucky 41240. Donations are used for 

emergency needs. 

9. If you do not want to fill a shoe box and wish to donate just an unwrapped item that is fine. 

10. If you have questions contact; Lou Croke 952.891.1029  crokelouise@gmail.com  

 

Prayer to say over shoe box  

Dear Lord, we thank you for the opportunity to serve you and bless someone with this Christmas gift.  We pray that you 

would not only help the box to arrive safely, but that it would bless the person who receives it in a very special way.  

More than anything may they come to know you and the great love   that you have for them! Amen. 
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