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The Easter Vigil

is the culmination of our journey

through the desert to the waters of new life. Forty days of Lent
prepare us for this Pasch—the root of the Paschal Mystery. Fifty
days unfold afterwards in celebration of it, bringing us to the birth
of the Church, the Feast of Pentecost.
Zeno of Verona, a 4th century Bishop, wrote this about the Triduum:
Wreathed round with multiform grace in its established course,
the day of salvation has arrived through the windings of the
seasons. The same day is its own successor and predecessor.
Ever new although of great age, both parent and child of the
year, it precedes and follows the seasons and infinite centuries.
It gives birth to a beginning for itself from its end and yet does
not depart from the cradle of its birth.
It bears the image of the mystery of the Lord, for by its setting
it celebrates his passion and by its rising it celebrates the
resurrection.

The night has four parts:
A BRIEF SERVICE OF LIGHT
A blessing of the Easter fire, blessing of the Easter candle,
lighting all candles and the Exultet is sung.
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Old Testament Readings, Psalms, Prayers, Epistle, Gloria,
Gospel, Homily.

THE LITURGY OF INITIATION
Water is blessed, Litany of the Saints, Confirmation and
Reception of the RCIA, Renewal of Baptismal Promises.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
The Table is Prepared, Eucharistic Prayer and Communion

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
Blessing of the Fire
Preparation and Blessing of the Paschal Candle
The Exultet

Deacon Gordon Bird

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:2
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless
wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the waters.
Then God said, "Let there be light,"" and there was light.
God saw how good the light was. God then separated the light from the darkness.
God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night."
Thus evening came, and morning followed—the first day.
Then God said, "Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one
body of water from the other." And so it happened: God made the dome, and it
separated the water above the dome from the water below it. God called the dome
"the sky." Evening came, and morning followed—the second day.
Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin,
so that the dry land may appear." And so it happened: the water under the sky
was gathered into its basin, and the dry land appeared.
God called the dry land "the earth," and the basin of the water he called "the sea."
God saw how good it was. Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth vegetation:
every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit
with its seed in it." And so it happened: the earth brought forth every kind of plant that
bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it.
God saw how good it was. Evening came, and morning followed—the third day.
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Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years, and serve as luminaries in the
dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth." And so it happened: God made the two
great lights, the greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the night;
and he made the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth,
to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.
God saw how good it was. Evening came, and morning followed—the fourth day.
Then God said,
"Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the earth let birds fly
beneath the dome of the sky." And so it happened: God created the great sea monsters
and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of winged
birds. God saw how good it was, and God blessed them, saying, "Be fertile, multiply,
and fill the water of the seas; and let the birds multiply on the earth."
Evening came, and morning followed—the fifth day.
Then God said,
"Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild
animals of all kinds. And so it happened: God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds
of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth. God saw how good it was.
Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild
animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground." God created man in his image;
in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that
move on the earth." God also said: "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the
earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food; and to all the
animals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all the living creatures that crawl on the
ground, I give all the green plants for food." And so it happened. God looked at everything
he had made, and he found it very good. Evening came, and morning followed—the sixth
day.Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed. Since on the
seventh day God was finished with the work he had been doing, he rested on the
seventh day from all the work he had undertaken.

Responsorial Psalm
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
Bless the LORD, O my soul!
O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
You are clothed with majesty and glory,
robed in light as with a cloak.
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
You fixed the earth upon its foundation,
not to be moved forever;
with the ocean, as with a garment, you covered it;
above the mountains the waters stood.
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
You send forth springs into the watercourses
that wind among the mountains.
Beside them the birds of heaven dwell;
from among the branches they send forth their song.
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

You water the mountains from your palace;
the earth is replete with the fruit of your works.
You raise grass for the cattle,
and vegetation for man's use,
Producing bread from the earth.
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have wrought them all—
the earth is full of your creatures.
Bless the LORD, O my soul!
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Second Reading: Exodus 14:15-15:1
The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to go
forward. And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea, split the
sea in two, that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land. But I will make the
Egyptians so Obstinate that they will go in after them. Then I will receive glory through
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots and charioteers. The Egyptians shall know that I
am the LORD, when I receive glory through Pharaoh and his chariots and charioteers."
The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp, now moved and went around
behind them. The column of cloud also, leaving the front, took up its place behind
them, so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians and that of Israel. But the
cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed without the rival camps coming any
closer together all night long. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the
LORD swept the sea with a strong east wind throughout the night and so turned it into
dry land. When the water was thus divided, the Israelites marched into the midst of the
sea on dry land, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.
The Egyptians followed in pursuit; all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers
went after them right into the midst of the sea. In the night watch just before dawn the
LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud upon the Egyptian force a glance that
threw it into a panic; and he so clogged their chariot wheels that they could hardly
drive. With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, because the LORD
was fighting for them against the Egyptians.
Then the LORD told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may
flow back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and their charioteers." So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal
depth. The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, when the LORD hurled
them into its midst. As the water flowed back, it covered the chariots and the charioteers of Pharaoh's whole army which had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not a single one of them escaped. But the Israelites had marched on dry land through the midst
of the sea, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. Thus the LORD
saved Israel on that day from the power of the Egyptians. When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore and beheld the great power that the LORD had
shown against the Egyptians, they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his
servant Moses. Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:
I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;

Responsorial Psalm
R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.
I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;
horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.
My strength and my courage is the LORD,
and he has been my savior.
He is my God, I praise him;
the God of my father, I extol him.
R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

The LORD is a warrior,
LORD is his name!
Pharaoh's chariots and army he hurled into the sea;
the elite of his officers were submerged in the Red Sea.
R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.
The flood waters covered them,
they sank into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O LORD, magnificent in power,
your right hand, O LORD, has shattered the enemy.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.
You brought in the people you redeemed
and planted them on the mountain of your inheritance
the place where you made your seat, O LORD,
the sanctuary, LORD, which your hands established.
The LORD shall reign forever and ever.
R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

Third Reading: Isaiah 54:5-14
The One who has become your husband is your Maker;
his name is the LORD of hosts;
your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel,
called God of all the earth.
The LORD calls you back,
like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,
a wife married in youth and then cast off,
says your God.
For a brief moment I abandoned you,
but with great tenderness I will take you back.
In an outburst of wrath, for a moment
I hid my face from you;
but with enduring love I take pity on you,
says the LORD, your redeemer.
This is for me like the days of Noah,
when I swore that the waters of Noah
should never again deluge the earth;
so I have sworn not to be angry with you,
or to rebuke you.
Though the mountains leave their place
and the hills be shaken,
my love shall never leave you
nor my covenant of peace be shaken,
says the LORD, who has mercy on you.
O afflicted one, storm-battered and unconsoled,
I lay your pavements in carnelians,
and your foundations in sapphires;
I will make your battlements of rubies,
your gates of carbuncles,
and all your walls of precious stones.
All your children shall be taught by the LORD,
and great shall be the peace of your children.
In justice shall you be established,
far from the fear of oppression,

Responsorial Psalm
R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.
I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear
and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.
O LORD, you brought me up from the netherworld;
you preserved me from among those going down into the pit.
R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.
Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger lasts but a moment;
a lifetime, his good will.
At nightfall, weeping enters in,
but with the dawn, rejoicing.
R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.
Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me;
O LORD, be my helper.
You changed my mourning into dancing;
O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.
R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Fourth Reading: Baruch 3:9-15; 32:4:4
Hear, O Israel, the commandments of life: listen, and know prudence!
How is it, Israel, that you are in the land of your foes,
grown old in a foreign land, defiled with the dead,
accounted with those destined for the netherworld?
You have forsaken the fountain of wisdom!
Had you walked in the way of God, you would have dwelt in enduring peace.
Learn where prudence is, where strength, where understanding;
that you may know also where are length of days, and life,
where light of the eyes, and peace. Who has found the place of wisdom,
who has entered into her treasuries?
The One who knows all things knows her; he has probed her by his knowledge-The One who established the earth for all time,
and filled it with four-footed beasts;
he who dismisses the light, and it departs,
calls it, and it obeys him trembling; before whom the stars at their posts
shine and rejoice; when he calls them, they answer, "Here we are!"
shining with joy for their Maker. Such is our God;
no other is to be compared to him:
he has traced out the whole way of understanding,
and has given her to Jacob, his servant, to Israel, his beloved son.
Since then she has appeared on earth,
and moved among people.
She is the book of the precepts of God,
the law that endures forever; all who cling to her will live,
but those will die who forsake her.
Turn, O Jacob, and receive her:
walk by her light toward splendor.
Give not your glory to another,
your privileges to an alien race.
Blessed are we, O Israel;

Responsorial Psalm
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.
The law of the LORD is perfect,
refreshing the soul;
the decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
giving wisdom to the simple.
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.
The precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the command of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eye.
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.
The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever;
the ordinances of the LORD are true,
all of them just.
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.
They are more precious than gold,
than a heap of purest gold;
sweeter also than syrup
or honey from the comb.
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

Epistle Romans 6:3-11
Brothers and sisters:
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?
We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father,
we too might live in newness of life.
For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his,
we shall also be united with him in the resurrection.
We know that our old self was crucified with him,
so that our sinful body might be done away with,
that we might no longer be in slavery to sin.
For a dead person has been absolved from sin.
If, then, we have died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with him.
We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more;
death no longer has power over him.
As to his death, he died to sin once and for all;
as to his life, he lives for God.
Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin
and living for God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel : John 13:-1-15
Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come
to pass from this world to the Father.
He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end.
The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot,
to hand him over.
So, during supper, fully aware that the Father had put everything
into his power and that he had come from God and was returning to
God, he rose from supper and took off his outer garments.
He took a towel and tied it around his waist. Then he poured water
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with
the towel around his waist. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Master, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered and said
to him, “What I am doing, you do not understand now, but you will
understand later.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered him, “Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance
with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Master, then not only my feet,
but my hands and head as well.” Jesus said to him, “Whoever has
bathed has no need except to have his feet washed, for he is clean
all over; so you are clean, but not all.” For he knew who would betray
him; for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
So when he had washed their feet and put his garments back on
and reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what
I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’
and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher,
have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet.
I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you,
you should also do.”

Homily

PROCESSIONAL TO THE FONT FOR THE BLESSING OF WATER

BLESSING OF THE WATER

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES OF THE ASSEMBLY
Renunciation of Sin/Profession of Faith
Fr. Paul:

Dear friends,
through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in
baptism, so that we may rise with him to a new life.
Now that we have completed our Lenten observance,
let us renew the promises we made in baptism
when we rejected Satan and his works,
and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Church.
And so:

Fr. Paul:
All:
Fr. Paul:
All:
Fr. Paul:
All:
Fr. Paul:

Do you reject Satan?
I do.
And all his works?
I do.
And all his empty promises?
I do.
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and
earth?
I do.

All:
Fr. Paul:
All:
Fr. Paul:
All:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, rose
from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?
I do.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and life everlasting?
I do.

Fr. Paul concludes:
God, the all-powerful Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, has given us
a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and forgiven all our sins.
May he also keep us faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ for ever and
ever.
All:
Amen.

The Sprinkling Rite

Confirmation
“Be sealed with the Spirit”

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts/Altar
Prayer over the offering
Eucharistic Prayer
Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Memorial Acclamation

When we eat this bread and drink this cup
we proclaim your death until you come.
Doxology (Through Him, with Him, and in Him…)

Amen!

The Lord’s Prayer
Lamb of God

Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world. Grant us peace.
Communion

Communion Song

Continued...

Spirit Blowing Through Creation continued...

May the Blessings of this Easter Season be with you and your family as, renewed in Christ, we celebrate together the Risen Lord!
Many thanks as well to all the ministers who helped us with our Holy Week
liturgies, including our Servers, Lectors, Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers,
Musicians – to those who help our place of worship look beautiful; to those
who set up and those who clean. Blessings on each one of you for your gift
of talent and time.

Prayer After Communion
Final Blessing
Song of Sending Forth

Spiritual Communion

My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

