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I think one of the challenging things for many Catholics is the question of 

evangelization. How do we reach out to people of other faiths or people of 

no faith? Are we willing to talk about what we believe with people other 

than people who think and believe as we do? And to take it a little bit 

deeper, what about the people of other faiths? I remember at a seminary 

presentation on ecumenism, or of how faiths inter-relate, a guest speaker 

talked of crossing the street on the way to school so as not to pass in front 

of the Lutheran church. I think it’s safe to say we’ve come a way since then, 

but how do we as Catholics grapple with this issue of talking about what we 

believe as we’ve been hearing the apostles do throughout the Easter 

Season in our readings from Acts of the Apostles, along with the question 

of who is exactly in heaven, namely just Catholics or people of other faiths 

as well? 

 

Daniel Ali has thought about this question for years. As a Muslim, he 

gradually came to see Jesus Christ as his messiah. And today, he does 

something that to many Muslims would warrant his death - namely he 

openly embraces his Catholic faith, and reaches out to Muslims through his 

writing and speaking.  
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His conversion came gradually. In 1959, he was born into a Muslim family 

in Kurdistan in northern Iraq. Daniel was the fifth child of a large family. The 

Arab culture and the religion of Islam were the dominant influences, 

overshadowing the three other nations in Iraq, the largest of which are the 

Kurds. Daniel began the formal study of Arabic at the age of twelve. By the 

time he was sixteen, he was writing poetry in Arabic, some of which was 

published as early as 1976. 

 

His political activities in the Kurdish opposition against Saddam Hussein 

spanned most of his adult life in Iraq. Saddam Hussein, in one of his many 

attacks on the Kurds, forcibly moved large populations from their homes, 

banishing them to other parts of the country, to grab and secure his control 

over the Kurdish oil fields. Thus began in 1975 his active effort to free the 

Kurds and unite them politically. 

 

For this, Daniel suffered jail and torture a number of times at the hand of 

Saddam. His close encounters with death were seen as “luck” when armies 

invading Kurdistan took the lives of his fellow fighters. Numerous times, 

Daniel says, God saved him from death as it came near through a judge’s 

decree, by the chemical bombs raining down upon the Kurds, by near-
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drowning, and serious wounding. However, Daniel says at the time, he did 

not recognize that it was the hand of God. 

 

He continued in his freedom fighting, often spending months in the 

mountains suffering cold and hunger, raw fear, and his people’s utter 

abandonment by the nations of the world. In 1988, he saw his most 

beloved friends die in the horrors of the chemical attack on the town of 

Halabja. He came to understand the frailty of every man in his sin and the 

utter hopelessness of life without God’s intervention and protection. 

 

As for his faith in God, while a Muslim, he did have the mustard seeds of 

the Christian faith planted in his soul. Since the early stages of his life, 

Daniel had been interested in Christian ways of life, due mainly to his 

earliest memories of his Christian neighbors, many of whom were beautiful 

examples he says of Christ’s love. Remembering them leaves him with the 

precious realization that God was calling Daniel to Him, even from his 

childhood. 

 

One day an Armenian Christian chanced to give him a book on the martyrs 

of the early Church. Daniel read it and was inspired to live and die for the 
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freedom of his people, the Kurds. He had a voracious appetite for reading 

during his youth and read widely in theology, philosophy, and history. He 

became fluent in English, reading Voltaire, Hegel, and Dickens, to name a 

few. 

 

Eventually he went on to study avidly the giants of the Christian faith, St. 

Thomas Aquinas among them. By consistent investigation and comparison 

of Islamic and Christian theology, Daniel came to recognize the truth of 

Christianity in early 1982. But this remained an intellectual 

acknowledgement only. He recognized that Jesus was the Messiah, but 

Daniel says he did not know Him personally. 

 

After the Persian Gulf War, he married Sara, an American Christian, telling 

her that he believed Jesus was the Messiah but admonishing her that she 

was not to try to convert him to her religion. He did this despite the fact that 

he did profess to believe that Jesus is the Messiah. 

 

He says that Muslims understand these terms quite differently from the way 

Christians understand them. His wife knew this was a solemn agreement, 

and for the next two years, they endured all the storminess of an 
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intercultural and inter-religious marriage. Through the many arguments and 

bitter disagreements, Daniel slowly came to see that Sara constantly 

forgave him, loved him, and wanted him more than she wanted her own 

way. 

 

Unbeknownst to her though, Daniel says she was the living testimony of 

the Person of Christ in their marital struggles. Eventually, he began getting 

up at night to read the New Testament secretly. He was coming ever closer 

to the Lord as he met with Him secretly in His holy Word, the Bible. 

 

They came to the United States early in 1993 and continued a small 

business Sara operated at the time. Daniel had studied Islamic and 

Christian theology for most of his life. This study took him on a journey that 

led him finally to Jesus Christ, whom he intellectually recognized as the 

Messiah. Even at this point in his life, however, Daniel did not make the 

final commitment of Baptism. 

 

One day he was approached by his dentist, Doc Blevins, who prayed with 

him and eventually brought him to faith in Christ during the summer of 
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1995. Daniel was baptized into the Body of Christ on September 17, 1995. 

Everything was changed. 

 

He began immediately to tell his Muslim friends why he had converted and 

made great efforts to evangelize them. He studied the Bible until he could 

quote chapter and verse and began to witness to everyone who would 

listen. Many did listen, intrigued by this Kurdish convert with so much 

enthusiasm for Jesus and the Bible. 

 

Daniel says he knew that he now had what was needed for his entire 

nation, indeed for all the Muslims and the unreached world. He had the 

gospel, and nothing could keep him from sharing it. 

 

For the next year or so, he read for hours every day, witnessing to 

hundreds of customers at work and finding that he had a gift to bring 

people to faith in Christ or to get them to be once again active in their faith. 

In his small business, in their neighborhood, among strangers and friends, 

he found nothing worth speaking of anymore but Jesus Christ. 
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He’s now been a Christian for over 20 years. During that time, Daniel says 

the Lord has used his witness to win many people to Himself, some of them 

Muslims, some of them backsliders, and some of them atheistic fence-

sitters. “For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words … of him will the 

Son of Man also be ashamed, when He comes in the glory of His Father” 

(Mk 8:38). But the journey continued. 

 

Soon after Daniel’s baptism, Sara and he began a neighborhood Bible 

study for anyone from any denomination who would come. To this Bible 

study came a nine-year-old neighbor boy, Joe Sobran, who would read 

questions and answers from his Baltimore Catechism. Sara and Daniel 

shocked at the unique questions and were floored by the simple and 

profound answers in the back of each chapter. 

 

Little Joey did not give up, asking them why they were not Catholic. He 

would plant seeds every time he spoke to them of the Catholic faith. 

 

One evening, Sara and Daniel were watching television and happened 

upon a broadcast of the Mass on EWTN at the exact moment of the 

Consecration when the priest was elevating the Host. They were shocked 
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by this simple and beautiful respect for Jesus. Then the priest elevated the 

chalice, in its ornate beauty. 

 

Daniel was also struck by the priest’s vestments, that he said had a beauty 

that showed that only the best we can offer is good enough for God. Sara 

and he suddenly understood that the beauty in the Catholic Church was 

there because it was truly the House of God. 

 

In 1996, Sara and Daniel were introduced to the late Catholic theologian 

Father William G. Most, who taught them Catholic theology. He generously 

gave time every Sunday for a year and a half to bring two fundamentalists, 

as Daniel called he and his wife, around to joining the Catholic Church. The 

were received into the Catholic Church on July 13, 1998 at a special Mass. 

 

Fr. Most encouraged Daniel to live out the faith and evangelize, creating 

settings in which Christians and Muslims could have dialogue. 

 

After his death, Daniel carried on his life’s mission of reaching Muslim, 

which he continues to this day. 
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Like Peter, who we’ve been reading about these past few weeks in our 

readings from Acts of the Apostles, Daniel is a man with a mission. Saint 

Peter cuts to the chase in our first reading. Specifically in Acts 4:11, he 

says “there is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other 

name under heaven given to the human race by which we are to be saved.” 

How then should we interpret this?  

 

Well for one, we accept it as a true statement. Jesus is unique; as my 

dogmatic theology instructor on day one of seminary wrote on the board 

“Jesus is…” my “friend” and “my teacher” and “my brother” crossing these 

words out, he then wrote “in this class you will learn this,” writing the word 

“redeemer.” Jesus is much more than an example or someone to inspire 

us; He is indeed our redeemer. It is through Jesus we can be in heaven. It 

is through the incarnation, the passion and the resurrection that we are 

saved. That is a cornerstone of our faith.  

 

So does this mean then that the non-Christians cannot be saved? The 

answer to this is no. Our catechism states: “The plan of salvation also 

includes those who acknowledge the Creator, in the first place amongst 

whom are the Muslims; these profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and 
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together with us they adore the one, merciful God, mankind's judge on the 

last day.” and “Those who no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of 

Christ or His Church, but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, 

and, moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it 

through the dictates of their conscience—those too may achieve eternal 

salvation.” Vatican II in the document “Lumen Gentium” (Light to the 

Nations) which is the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church says in sections 

15 and 16 that we are linked with our fellow Christians who also believe in 

Jesus as their Savior and with respect to non-Christians, that “the plan of 

salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator.” Specific 

reference is made to Jews and Muslims. Reference is even made to those 

who have no faith; the document says “Divine Providence deny the helps 

necessary for salvation to those who, without blame on their part, have not 

yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God and with His grace strive to live 

a good life.” In a nutshell, the light of God penetrates peoples of all faiths; 

that’s what Daniel experienced at a young age, when he had a hunger and 

a desire to learn more about God. I think it is also quite possible for a 

person who dies without a full knowledge of the faith to have the fullness of 

it revealed to them by God, who desires that all people be saved.  
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As such, the answer for us is to take the middle road between two 

extremes; namely the extreme that says Catholicism is the only path to 

heaven and that has at times led to hatred and violence between religions, 

but also to be on guard against relativism; that says well all religions are 

the same and you believe what you want you’ll eventually get to heaven. 

Indeed, right after that discussion on other religions, Lumen Gentium says 

to get out there and evangelize. Specifically: “As the Son was sent by the 

Father,(131) so He too sent the Apostles, saying: "Go, therefore, make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 

have commanded you. And behold I am with you all days even to the 

consummation of the world”. This applies to you and me. And as to the 

“how” we do it, there’s a few key components as seen in the story of how 

Daniel came to the Catholic faith. 

 

One is evangelizing through our actions. Daniels wife, Sara, he says was 

doing this for him even when he was thinking about Jesus inside but not 

ready to take the leap yet. She was kind and loving toward him; she 

supported him and did good deeds for him. Then there were his Christian 

neighbors he experienced as a child who he had a positive experience 
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with. It’s worth asking ourselves how do we preach the Gospel without 

words so to speak as Saint Francis of Assisi would say. Are we joyful 

people, and kind hearted and welcoming, or cold and rude? Do we build 

people up or tear others down through gossip? Do we smile and laugh? Do 

we try to do good deeds for people with kindness and love, like a Mother 

Teresa who bandaged and cleaned the wounds of people who were 

sometimes angry and without hope? Do we have a good attitude with 

people? Do we do simple actions with great love for our family and for 

others? I truly believe that when I meet with many families at funerals, and 

so many have been away from the Church for quite some time, that they 

are really impacted by the good actions their relative did for them and this 

gets them to thinking about the faith again. We must never forget our 

actions do so much. 

 

The second is speaking of the faith. For Daniel, there were those two key 

moments: his dentist of all people who talked to him about Christ and got 

him to become a Christian, but then the young boy who came over as a 

part of the Bible Study and asked him about Catholicism and introduced 

him to the Catechism that got Daniel to watch the Mass and think about the 

beauty of Jesus being really present. We can’t be afraid to speak of the 
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faith. To do this, we study it and think about it; but we also invite people to 

Mass. We calmly bring up what the Church teaches and why if someone 

may have misunderstood what the Church teaches. We reach out to people 

who have fallen away. We shouldn’t keep the faith hidden, but rather look 

for ways to engage one another. 

 

Lastly, patience. Daniel’s wife didn’t try to force feed him the faith; rather 

she was respective of his beliefs. And while there were some speed bumps 

in their marriage during that time, ultimately her patience helped him on his 

journey. It can be so frustrating when people are hostile to what we believe 

or seem apathetic about the faith. The temptation can be to either give up, 

or get more agitated and aggressive. But the prudent path is one of looking 

for opportunities to bring up the faith, continue to set a good example and 

pray for the person, but remember that God can do great things and 

sometimes the faith is like a seed growing beneath the surface as was the 

case in Daniel, who took a number of years before finally entering the 

Catholic faith.  

 

I truly think we’ll be surprised by who we see in heaven one day, but maybe 

even more surprised by who is there because in part of how we helped 
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them to find the way there. What a beautiful thing it is to have a Redeemer 

in our Lord Jesus Christ who loves us more than we can imagine, the Good 

Shepherd laying down His life for all. May we come to know him ever more 

deeply, and remember that He truly came for all people - sometimes others 

just need a little help finding Him. May we be the light that leads them to 

our Lord, growing in that faith, and never fear proclaiming it through word 

and action. 


